
Chair’s Report on MiWK’s Season 2019 -2020. 

Season 2019 -2020 : a season like no other! 

We started our 2019-2020 concert series in October 2019 full of optimism as 

we knew we had put together a high quality and varied programme for our 

members and visitors to enjoy. We were looking forward to increasing our 

audience numbers further, building on  the excellent work done to promote 

MiWK in the previous year as shown by an ever increasing number of visitors 

both to our concerts and to our website. 

In October 2019 we welcomed Alistair Savage (violin) and Alice Allen (cello) 

who delighted us with an evening of traditional Scottish music. 

In November 2019, we welcomed back the Tim Kliphuis Trio who thrilled us 

again with their virtuoso playing and fusion of classical music and jazz. 

In January 2020 we had Brass Tracks, a quintet of brass musicians, who blew 

the January blues away! 

February 2020 saw the return of a true MiWk favourite, the pianist Arta 

Arnicane, this time performing with her husband the cellist, Florian Arnicans as 

the Duo Arnicans.  

And then it all stopped! 

Unfortunately due to Covid-19, we had to cancel the remaining two concerts of 

the season involving, in March, Opera Alba (4 of the rising stars of Scottish 

Opera accompanied by Scottish Opera’s head of music on the piano) and a 

much anticipated performance by The Ayoub Sisters which should have taken 

place in April 2020. 

We also could not have our AGM either, as it traditionally follows the final 

concert of the season and our Education Outreach Programme involving local 

schools was also sadly curtailed. The trustees are mindful that members paid 

for 6 concerts in season 2019-2020 but could only attend four. We have 

contacted all members about this and we remind you that if you wish a refund, 

you should contact us by the 30th of November as outlined in our letter. 

As things stand, we have now also taken the decision  to cancel all concerts in 

the 2020-2021 season scheduled between October 2020 and April 2021.  

I must offer my thanks, however, to those who helped make MiWK Season 

2019-2020 a success until Covid struck. 



I must thank my fellow trustees, Sheila, Paul, Pauleen, Chris and Jill for their 

commitment and diligence and the encouragement and support they have 

been to me personally this last year. 

I also give my heartfelt thanks to you, our members, for your continued and 

continuing support. 

I should also like to thank the trustees and staff of WKVH for their assistance 

and flexibility. We really appreciate having WKVH as our concert venue. The 

musicians thoroughly enjoy performing there too. 

I should also like to thank those who volunteered to help out with our concerts 

following my appeal on the website. Hopefully, you will still be prepared to 

offer that help when we start back again.  

As you will appreciate, it has been impossible to plan for future concerts in the 

normal way due to the extraordinary times we are living in. The health and 

safety of everyone is our main concern and we will return to WKVH for more 

wonderful musical experiences only when we can ensure that safety. We hope 

to resume our concerts in October 2021. We are working to reschedule some 

of the concerts that were cancelled. I can confirm that we have already 

rescheduled the concerts of Daniel Ciobanu (pianist) and The Duo B!z’art 

(piano duo) for Saturday 20 November 2021 and Friday 21 January 2022 

respectively. We hope to bring Opera Alba and The Ayoub Sisters to you in that 

season too.  

Cancelling our concerts due to Covd-19 has, I am sure, made us all realise how 

much we need live music in our lives and I hope consider the extremely hard 

times musicians have had to endure. They are longing to be back performing 

and I hope that we will be able to enjoy the kind of quality performance we 

have been accustomed to in the not too distant future in West Kilbride Village 

Hall.  

 


